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Chapter  Nine 

On  Allah’s  Descent  to  the  Lower 
Heavens  and  His  Calling  Out  to  His 

Servants 
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49/1.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j&,  Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said, 

“Our  Lord,  the  Blessed  and  Exalted,  descends  each  night  to  the 
lower  heaven,  when  a third  of  the  night  remains  and  calls  out,  ‘Who 
calls  upon  Me  that  I may  respond  to  him?  Who  asks  of  Me  that  I may 
give  him?  Who  seeks  My  forgiveness  that  I may  forgive  him?’” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 
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50/2.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 


49  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhan  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-DaLawat  [Supplications],  Ch.: 
“Supplicating  at  Midnight,”  5:2330  §5962,  and  in  Bk.:  al-Tawhid  [Divine 
Lhuty],  Ch.:  “The  Words  of  Allah,  Most  High:  4 They  want  to  replace  the 
speech  of  Allah} ,”  6:2723  §7056;  and  cited  by  «Ibn  ajar  in  Fath  al-Bari, 
11:129;  #al-‘AynI  in  cUmdat  al-qari,  7:199. 

50  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih : Bk.:  al-]umua  [Friday],  Ch.: 
‘Supplication  in  Prayer  During  the  Last  Part  of  the  Night,”  1:384  §1094; 
•al-Tirmidhl  in  al-SunanuB k.:  al-Dacawat  1 an  Rasul  Allah  0.  [Invocations 
from  Allah’s  Messenger  j&],  5:526  §3498  (al-Tirmidhl  said:  “This  is  a fine 
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•Our  Lord,  the  Exalted  and  Sublime,  descends  =«h  “ght  to  the 

lower  heaven,  when  the  last  thud  oi  the  '^Tho asks  q(  Me  tha| 
‘Who  calls  upon  Me  that  I may  respond  o • him’’” 

! may  g*e  him?  Who  seeks  My  forgiveness  that  I may  forgive  him? 

Reported  by  al-Bukhart,  Abu  Dawud  and  al-Tirmidhi. 
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< i/s  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  j&,  Allah’s  Messenger  £ said, 

When  the  firs,  third  of  each  n.ght  passes  Allah  descends  to  the 
lower  heaven  and  says,  ‘I  am  the  King  I am  the  ^ .*« 

SCekS  ^ f0rgi^neSS  ^ 1 

!“S.  keeps  on  effing  in  this  way  until  the  dawn  break. 
Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad  and  al-Tirmidhi. 

Ka  f ^ ^ A 

7 T 777TT  ,Aba  Dawad  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al- Surma  [The  Sunna], 

authentic  tradition  );  *Abu  Dawud  i ,.DanmI  in  a}.Sunan,  1:413 

Ch.:  “Replying  to  the  Jahmites,  4-*34  M733> 

cI4795  •al-Rabf  in  al-Musnad,  r.zoz 

^147“’  , I C u-u  rl-  • W/it  al-musafirin  wa  qasruha  lihe 

51  Set  forth  by  .Muslim  m al-Sahib:  Bk Sah^  t0  Supplicate 

Traveler’s  Prayer  and  Shortening  It],  ••  . Answered  During 

at  the  Last  jart  of  **  b nlnbaUn  al-Musnad,  z:^9  §94^-6;  «al- 

Th1S  Time,  1:511  $75|>  ■ p 1 Ch.:  “The  Lord’s  Descending 

Tirmidhl  in  al-Suna»:  Bk,  -WjMTbe  C (al.Tirmidhi  said:  “The 

to  the  Lowest  Heaven  Every  Night  , zj  7 UA ^ in  ^Jarghtb  ft 

narration  of  Abu  Hurayra  &,  is  hasan-sabth  ),  ai  m q 

al-duca\  1:69  §3°- 
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52/4.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  &,  Allah’s  Messenger  £ said, 

When  the  half  or  last  third  of  the  night  passes — until  the  time 
of  dawn — Allah  descends  to  the  lower  heaven  and  says,  ‘Is  there 
anyone  who  asks  that  he  may  be  given?  Is  their  anyone  who  supplicates 
that  he  may  be  granted?  Is  there  anyone  who  seeks  forgiveness  that  he 
may  be  forgiven?5” 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  al-Nasa5I. 
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53/5-  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  J,,  Allah’s  Messenger  £ said, 

“Allah  descends  during  the  half  or  last  third  of  the  night  and  says, 
‘Who  calls  upon  Me  that  I may  respond  to  him?  Who  asks  of  Me  that 


* Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh:  Bk.:  Salat  al-musafirtn  wa  qasruha  [The 
Traveler’s  Prayer  and  Shortening  It],  Ch.:  “The  Encouragement  to  Supplicate 
and  Recte  Words  of  Remembrance,”  1:522  §758;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al- 
kubra , 6:123  §10312,  and  in  •Amal  al-yawm  wa  al-layla , 1:339  §478;  •al- 
Tabaranl  in  al-Du^a',  1:63  §146;  »al-BayhaqI  in  Fadail  al-awqat,  1:168  §51. 

>3  Set  forth  by  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  Salat  al-musafirtn  wa  qasruha  [The 
Traveler’s  Prayer  and  Shortening  It],  Ch.:  “The  Encouragement  to  Supplicate 
and  Recite  Words  of  Remembrance,”  1:522  §758;  -al-Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al- 

™bra  3:2  §4428;  ‘Abu  ‘Awana  in  al-Musnad,  1:127  §§377,378;  ‘al-Mizz!  in 
Tahdbib  al-kamal , 27:261. 
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I may  give  him?  Who  is  it  that  will  loan  money  to  One  who  ts  neither 

indigent  nor  unjust?’” 

Reported  by  Muslim. 

: j i>; Jtiij w & r • * 


Allah  M calls  out  extendm^  H M ’ 
neither  indigent  or  unjust? 

Reported  by  Muslim. 
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„/7.  Accotaing  to  AbO  SaTd  and  Aba  Hu'tayta  *.  Allah,  Messenger 
said, 

; c,,hTh-  Rk  • Salat  al-ntusafirtn  wa  qasruha  [The 

it  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  ‘W»  * " Encouragement  to  Supplicate 

Traveler’s  Prayer  and  Shortening  1.1,  €h..  The  tnco 

and  Recite  Word,  of  Remembrance  .15^75  ^ ^ [The 

S5  Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahih-  ••  • Encouragement  to  Supplicate 
Traveler’s  Prayer  and  Shortening  1*1,  ••  .Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al- 

and  Recire  Word,  *»4  S.CV.-Ahd 

Musnad , 3:34  Sn3i3>  al  AbI  shayba  in  al-Musannaf,  6:71 

b.  Humayd  in  al-Musnad,  S*  » J9654;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al- 

§7955*’!  -AM  .1-^T  ■”  t"Tcir«d  iyX  Abd  ahiar,  in  uWs.idWdr, 
M«  ,am  zi:370  §9^7;  and  cited  by 

x:6  8 
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“Indeed,  Allah  Most  High  lets  the  night  pass  until  the  first  third 
of  the  night  passes,  and  then  descends  to  the  lower  heaven  and  says, 
‘Is  there  anyone  seeking  forgiveness?  Is  there  anyone  turning  in 
repentance?  Is  there  anyone  asking?  Is  there  anyone  supplicating?’  And 
this  is  until  the  appearance  of  dawn.” 

Reported  by  Muslim,  Ahmad  and  al-  Nasa’I. 


CjJI  *£l)l  41  Jji>  i Jli  4)1  J j jl  Cj*  ^ ^ 

^iJl  IS  .diUJl  Ul  : J yCi  JjS/l  jlUl  j ill!  J5 

^ii  is  ^0  JL:  &&  is  ^ 


.^>s-fiJl  dJLli S Jijj 


' f * 


Jlij  <■  ^jjlj  ^UjJI j (jjAjJul  olj  j 
irt  lSjj  Cr~*~  ^4^  *& 

^ <_?*-! ^ <&'  A'A : ^ ^ ijjj  <y-  ^ J 

.oljijJJl  1 J-lil 


56/8.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

“When  the  first  third  of  each  night  passes,  Allah  descends  to  the 
lower  heaven  and  says,  ‘I  am  the  King.  Who  is  it  that  calls  upon  Me 
that  I may  respond  to  him?  Who  is  it  that  asks  of  Me  that  I may  give 
him?  Who  is  it  that  seeks  My  forgiveness  that  I may  forgive  him?’  And 
this  is  until  the  appearance  of  dawn.” 


Reported  by  al-Tirmidhl,  al-Nasa’i  and  Ibn  Hibban.  According 
to  al-Tirmidhl,  “Abu  Hurayra’s  tradition  is  fine  authentic  and 
has  been  narrated  by  him  through  several  other  chains  in  these 
words  that  the  Prophet  ft  said,  ‘When  one  third  of  the  night 


'6  Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Salah  [The  Prayer],  Ch.: 
“The  Lord’s  Descending  to  the  Lowest  Heaven  Every  Night,”  2:307  §446; 
•Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sabih,  3:201  §921;  •al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  6:125 
§10319;  •al-Lalika’I  in  Vtiqad.  abl  al-Sunna,  3:440  §752. 
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remains,  Allah  jtgsi 
the  various  narrations 


» descends  . . This  is  the  most  authentic  of 
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5-7/9.  According  to  Aisha  %, 

“One  night  I did  not  find  Allah’s  Messenger  £,  so  I went  out  (to 
look  for  him),  and  lo  and  behold,  he  was  in  al-Baqi  Cemetery.  He 
led  M,  -Were  you  afraid  rhac  AHah  aud  His Messenger  wouM 
infringe  on  your  rights?’  I said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  AUah.Ii  fought 
you  had  gone  to  visit  one  of  your  other  wives.  He  sa  d,  Alla  J» 
descends  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of  Sha'ban  to  the ^ "a^n 
(befitting  His  Glory)  and  forgives  more  people  than  the  ha 
flock  of  sheep  of  Banu  Kalb  tribe. 

Reported  by  al-Tirmidhi,  Ibn  Majah  and  Ibn  Humayd. 
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58/10.  According  to  cAll  b.  Abl  Talib  ^ Allah’s  Messenger  ^ said, 
“See  to  it  that  you  pray  during  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of  Sha'ban 
and  fast  during  its  day,  for  when  the  sun  sets  on  that  day,  Allah 
descends  to  the  lower  heaven  and  says,  ‘Is  there  not  someone  who 
seeks  forgiveness  that  I may  forgive  him?  Is  there  not  someone  who 
seeks  provision  that  I may  provide  for  him?  Is  there  not  someone  who 
suffers  affliction  that  I may  grant  him  well-being?  Is  there  not  so-and- 
so  who  seeks  such-and-such?’  This  continues  until  dawn.” 

Reported  by  Ibn  Majah. 
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59/11.  According  to  cAisha  ^ said, 


>8  Set  forth  by  *Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  Iqamat  al-salah  wa  al-sunna 
fiha  [Establishing  the  Prayer  and  the  Sunna  Therein],  Ch.:  “The  Night  of  the 
Fifteenth  of  Sha'ban,”  1:444  §1388;  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shucab  al-iman,  3:378 
S3 822,  and  in  • FadaHl  al-awqaty  1:122  §24;  •al-Fakihl  in  Akhbar  Makka , 
3:84  §1837;  •ai-Daylaml  in  Musnad  al-firdaws , 1:259  §1007;  •al-Mundhirf  in 
al-Targhib  wa  al-tarhtb , 2:74  §1550. 

y9  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 6:238  §26060;  ^Ibn  Majah 
in  al-Sunan  : Bk.:  Iqamat  al-salah  wa  al-sunna  ft  ha  [Establishing  the  Prayer 
and  the  Sunna  Therein],  Ch.:  “The  Night  of  the  Fifteenth  of  Sha'ban,”  1:444 
§1389;  *Ibn  Rahawayh  in  al-Musnad , 2:326  §850;  *cAbd  b.  Humayd  in  al - 
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“One  night  I did  not  find  Allah’s  Messenger  & so  1 went  out  to 
look  for  him,  and  lo  and  behold,  he  was  in  al-Baqf  Cemetery  raising 
his  head  upward  toward  the  heavens.  He  asked  me,  ere  you  a rai 
that  Allah  and  His  Messenger  £ would  act  wrongly  towards  you  I 
said  ‘No,  O Messenger  of  Allah,  rather,  I thought  that  you  had  gone 
to  visit  one  of  your  other  wives.’  He  said,  ‘Allah  g*  descends  on  t e 
night  of  the  fifteenth  of  Sha‘ban  to  the  lower  heaven  and  forgives 
greater  number  of  people  than  the  hairs  on  a flock  of  sheep  of  Banu 

Kalb  tribe.’” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Ibn  Majah  and  Ibn  Rahawayh. 
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6o/rz.  According  to  Abu  Musa  al-Ash'ar!  Allah’s  Messenger  4 

^“Indeed,  Allah  manifests  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of  Sha‘ban 
and  forgives  His  entire  creation,  save  a polytheist  or  a slanderer. 
Reported  by  Ibn  Majah,  Ibn  Hibban,  al-Tabaran!  and  Ibn  Abi 

‘Asirn. 


M .mad,  1:437  $,ym  $5<>5! 

SuyutT  in  al-Durr  al-manthur , 7:402. 

*>  Sec  forth  b,  -Ibn  Majah  in  al-Su^n  : ^Tch 

[Establishing  the  Prayer  and  the  Sunna  Therein],  CL  Th 

Fifteenth  of  Sha  ban,”  i:445  S*39°;  *Ibn  H‘bban  J“ 

•al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mu^jam  al-awsat  7:36  §6776;  *Ibn  ^>  Asi  / S ^ 

i:xM  S5iz;  ‘al-Bayhaql  in  Shuab  al-Jman,  5:17*  S<^8,  -Ibn  Asakir 

Tarikb  Dimashq,  38:135. 


